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Where are you in your AI journey?

A. Haven't really used AI tools yet — 
I'm here to learn

B. Experimenting personally 
(ChatGPT, Claude, etc.), not for 
work

C. Using AI assistants for work, but 
outside SAS / Viya

D. Already using Viya Copilot or AI 
features in our SAS environment

E. Building or deploying our own 
agents / RAG solutions
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Art of the Possible with SAS AI

SAS Viya Copilot is AI inside the tools 
you already use:

• Code Generation

• Generate Visualizations & 
Dashboards

• Develop Model Pipelines

• Orchestrate and Govern at scale

Building your own custom AI and 
agentic tools with Viya:

• Design, ground, govern your own 
agents 

• Gather your own context

• Build custom reasoning logic

• Coordinate and orchestrate to 
reflect business processes

From a copilot at your side…  …to agents you build yourself.

The thread through both: data and decisions stay governed inside SAS.
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SAS Viya Copilot
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SAS® Viya® Copilot

With the latest GenAI tech

User writes a
Prompt

Large Language Model 
Microsoft Partnership

SAS® Viya®
Knowledge Base

Trustworthy
and Secure

SAS Model
Studio

SAS® Viya® Copilot delivers
intelligent suggestions
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SAS® Viya® 
Copilot 
Supports 
Multiple 
Personas

Accelerates model 
building,  
experimentation, and 
documentation with 
exploring data, feature 
engineering, and 
statistical analysis to 
support and explain 
model results

Business Analyst

Explore data, generate 
insights, build visuals, 
and clearly explain 
results—all within a 
governed analytics 
environment.

Generates and refines 
code and flows 
leveraging a variety of 
AI tools to support 
their day to day 
activities.

Data ScientistDeveloper
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AI assistants for next-level 
productivity in data and AI lifecycle

Generate, explain and comment 
SAS code

AI-driven support for data analysis, 
reporting and model development

Secure execution with human in the 
loop

Generate reports 
and dashboards

Generate and 
comment SAS code

Check Data 
Quality

Explain models and 
key trends

Empower analysts, data scientists, and programmers 
to work smarter, faster, and deliver impactful insights
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Generates SAS code with accuracy and 
consistency

Generates SAS code with accuracy 
and consistency

Explains existing SAS code, easily 
understand complex scripts

Generates comments of the code, for 
readability and documentation

For SAS Code
Assistance

SAS Viya Copilot®
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SAS Viya Copilot®

Generate, document, and maintain 
SAS code with AI-driven precision

Input Output

SAS Code
SAS code in Editor Window

Plain English
English Explanation in
Conversation Window 

SAS Comments 
English inline comments in 

Editor Window

Plain English
Prompt written in plain English
Inside /* */ + content code where
available

GENERATE
SAS CODE

SAS Code
SAS Code (may include inline 
comments)

EXPLAIN 
SAS CODE

Add Comments 
SAS Code (may include 
inline comments)

ADD
COMMENTS

GENERATE
SAS CODE

EXPLAIN 
SAS CODE

ADD
COMMENTS
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Augment data manipulation with 
context-aware generative AI

Generate interactive and intuitive 
dashboards with AI

Uncover insights faster with AI 
generated explanations 

For Augmented
Analytics

SAS Viya Copilot® Coming Soon
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For Augmented
Analytics

SAS Viya Copilot® Coming Soon

Intelligent Insights Dynamic Visual Design

Natural language Q&A

Automated model building 
and explanation

Prompt-based calculations  

Dynamic reports creation

AI-assisted visual 
optimization

Automated layout 
management

Data Integration

Intelligent data integration

Data pane customization

AI-assisted data storytelling
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Generates SAS code with accuracy and 
consistency

AI-assisted model building, for more 
productive AI/ML 

Provide intelligent suggestions on 
the next best step

Recommend precision-focused 
model improvements

For Model Pipeline 
Development

SAS Viya Copilot®
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For faster model 
pipeline development

SAS Viya Copilot®

Detailed explanations of methods 
and options

Next node suggestions for building 
a pipeline

Suggestions for improving existing 
nodes

Explanation and interpretation of 
output and results

INFORMED EXPLANATIONS

INTELLIGENT SUGGESTIONS

ONE-CLICK IMPLEMENTATION
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SAS Viya Copilot powered by SAS + Microsoft

SAS Visual 
Analytics

Other SAS 
Products like
SAS Health

SAS Model 
Studio

Gen 
AI Platform

Gateway

API
Management

RAG Server

SAS Viya Copilot

deploy

Model Pipeline
Development

Copilot feature

deploy

AI Services

Microsoft 
Responsible 
AI Policies

AI Search (RAG)

AI Foundry

LLMs

SAS Azure Subscription
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SAS + Microsoft: Partners in Trustworthy, 
Responsible AI

Trustworthy AI Principles:

Generative AI (GAI) has taken the world stage, and it is 
here to stay.  Advances in GAI are accelerating faster than 
either governing bodies or society have had time to 
reasonably address. In some categories of GAI, business 
value, risk, and ethics have yet to be reconciled. Resolving 
these three factors is critical.

SAS has long been a pioneer in, and a champion of, AI 
innovation. At SAS, we know that advances in technology 
don’t exist in a vacuum and can have far-reaching effects 
and implications. 

SAS considers trustworthy and ethical AI to set 
the strategy and guardrails for all AI, and 
generative AI, innovation. Core to SAS DNA is 
to place human-centricity, customers, and 
“doing the right thing” first. 

SAS is committed to innovating responsibly while inspiring 
and empowering our customers, partners, and communities 
to do the same. 

1. Fairness
All AI systems should treat all people fairly.

2. Reliability and Safety
AI systems should perform reliably and safely.

3. Privacy and Security
AI systems should be secure and respect privacy.

4. Inclusiveness
AI systems should empower everyone and engage people.

5. Transparency
AI systems should be understandable.

6. Accountability
People should be accountable for AI systems.

Responsible AI Principles:

Human-Centricity

Inclusivity

Transparency

Privacy & Security

Robustness

Accountability
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Demo: Code Generation
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Demo: Dashboard & Visualization
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SAS Viya Copilot

Generate 
Code

Generate 
Dashboard

Develop Model 
Pipelines
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Building Your Own AI Tools

building blocks to design, ground and govern your own
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Welcome, our artificial 
intelligence overlords!
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Welcome, our artificial 
intelligence overlords!
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Welcome, (very eager) intern!
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Welcome our team of many 
(very eager and self organized) 
interns!
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Agentic AI in one picture: the eager intern
Context = the desk    ·    MCP = the keys    ·    RAM = the librarian

The intern

your AI agent — eager, fast, 
tireless… needs guidance

Context

The desk — what's in front of them 
right now

Working memory. Limited room, so put the 
right things on it.

MCP

The keys & badge — one standard way 
to reach your systems

Viya MCP Server = the badge into your SAS 
building.

RAM

The librarian — fetches the right 
internal docs onto the desk first

No-code RAG → grounded, “cites-the-
handbook” answers.

You, the manager — governance: you decide what goes on the desk, which keys to hand over, and which sources to 
trust.
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Agentic AI in SAS Viya: Three Main Building Blocks 

• Viya Model Context Protocol (MCP) Server — makes it possible to have the 
different components available via agents and each other using the open 
MCP standard to expose Viya analytics & decisioning as tools your agents 
can call

• Agentic AI Accelerator — enables teams to build, govern, and deploy agents 
(no-code to developer) with curated collection of code, components, 
interfaces, and best practices

• Retrieval Agent Manager (RAM) — no-code retrieval augmented generation 
(RAG) framework that turns unstructured data into context-aware answers; 
standalone today, with planned Viya integration
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T H E  E CO S Y S T EM
O P ER A T IO N AL  E NA B L E R S  L A Y E R

Reasoning Action

Context Boundaries

Performance 
Monitoring & 
Observability

Orchestration 

Communication 
Protocols

Governance

LLMs Tools

Memory Guardrails

A I  A G E N T

The SAS’ Enterprise Agentic AI Ecosystem

Agentic AI isn't just a 
model — it's a system. 

And only when all the 
components work 
together can you trust it 
in production
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SAS Viya Copilot

SAS Viya MCP Server

VS Code
Agent Mode
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Demo: SAS Viya in Orbit 

Government agencies must innovate with limited budgets—avoiding duplicative research 
while staying ahead of rapidly evolving technologies. This session explores how US Space 
Agencies use SAS® Visual Text Analytics and generative AI powered by the SAS AI 
Accelerator to better understand and optimize technology investments. 

This demonstration shows how an AI-powered agent analyzes public research and 
contracting data, enabling interactive exploration, trend analysis, and spending insight over 
time. Learn how this approach supports more informed investment decisions, reduces 
redundancy, and enables cost-effective, mission-ready innovation for space-based 
national security systems.

• https://communities.sas.com/t5/SAS-Innovate-Presentations/SAS-Viya-in-Orbit-
Optimizing-Government-Innovation-Investments/ta-p/987998

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7s2t5GBL60U

https://communities.sas.com/t5/SAS-Innovate-Presentations/SAS-Viya-in-Orbit-Optimizing-Government-Innovation-Investments/ta-p/987998
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Where do we go from here?

Example Use Cases:

• Ask-your-documents — a grounded 
Q&A agent over policies, manuals or 
guidelines

• Claims & case triage — retrieve, 
reason and route, with humans on 
the decisions that matter

• Fraud & risk signals — agents that 
surface anomalies and explain why 
they flagged them

• Analyst co-pilots — internal helpers 
that speak your data and your 
business rules

Why choose SAS Viya?

• The differentiator isn't the chat box 
— it's that data, models and 
decisions stay governed inside SAS.

• Stays in-house — results and data 
remain in your secure environment

• Human-in-the-loop — automation 
elevates judgment, it doesn't 
replace it

• Production-ready — from isolated 
GenAI experiments to governed 
scale
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Helpful Links & Resources

• SAS Viya Copilot

• From question to clarity: how SAS Viya Copilot changes the way we work 
with data

• SAS expands SAS Viya with governed AI assistants and agentic AI 
capabilities

• SAS Viya in Orbit: Optimizing Government Innovation Investments

• Introducing SAS Agentic AI Accelerator

https://www.sas.com/en_us/software/viya/copilot.html
https://www.sas.com/en_us/software/viya/copilot.html
https://www.sas.com/en_us/software/viya/copilot.html
https://www.sas.com/en_us/software/viya/copilot.html
https://www.sas.com/en_us/software/viya/copilot.html
https://www.sas.com/en_us/news/press-releases/2026/april/innovate-viya-ai-assistants-agentic.html
https://www.sas.com/en_us/news/press-releases/2026/april/innovate-viya-ai-assistants-agentic.html
https://www.sas.com/en_us/news/press-releases/2026/april/innovate-viya-ai-assistants-agentic.html
https://communities.sas.com/t5/SAS-Innovate-Presentations/SAS-Viya-in-Orbit-Optimizing-Government-Innovation-Investments/ta-p/987998
https://communities.sas.com/t5/SAS-Innovate-Presentations/SAS-Viya-in-Orbit-Optimizing-Government-Innovation-Investments/ta-p/987998
https://communities.sas.com/t5/SAS-Communities-Library/Introducing-the-SAS-Agentic-AI-Accelerator-Build-AI-Agents/ta-p/977176
https://communities.sas.com/t5/SAS-Communities-Library/Introducing-the-SAS-Agentic-AI-Accelerator-Build-AI-Agents/ta-p/977176


Copyright  © SA S Inst i tute  Inc.  Al l rights reser ved.

You don't have to choose between 
governance and momentum.

Start with the copilot today; grow into agents on your terms. 
Wherever you raised your hand — Viya 4 meets you there.
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Thank you!

Questions, comments, feedback: ben.murphy@sas.com
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